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of France; And Jack shall pipe, and Jill shall dance, And all the town be merry. Ned Squash hath fetched his
bands from pawn, And all his best apparel; Brisk Nell hath bought a ruff of lawn With droppings of the barrel;
And those that hardly all the year Had bread to eat, or rags to wear, Will have both clothes and dainty fare, And
all the day be merry. Fiddlers. Now poor men to the justices With capons make their errants;, And if they hap to
fail of these, They plague them with their warrants: Hut now they feed them with good cheer, And what they
want they take in heer; For Christmas comes hut once a year, And then they shall le merry. This was an old
custom on the part of tenants to their landlords, which came to be followed by nil the poorer sort who made
their annual offering at the great man s shrine al this particular season of the year. Guscoignc, who wrote in
the reign of Elizabeth, says-- And when the tenants come to pay their quarter s rent. They bring some fowl at
Midsummer, a dish of Hah in Lent, At Christmas a capon, at Michaelmas a goose, And somewhat else at New
Year s tide, for fear lheir lease fly loose....
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