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this committee many times, and I appreciate their being here, but we will get to that when we get to them. So
welcome, gentlemen, and thank you very much. The prepared statement of Senator Biden follows: P S S J R. B,
J R. REPARED TATEMENT OF ENATOR OSEPH IDEN Mr. Chairman, I have long admired the hard work you, Sam
Nunn, and Pete Domenici invested in laying the groundwork for the various U. S. initiatives to help dismantle
nuclear weapons and address the brain drain problem in the former So-viet Union. This set of cooperative
eAorts with Russia is probably one of the most cost-eAective investments the United States has ever made in
helping protect our national security. Mr. Chairman, we are holding this hearing at a rather opportune
moment. I have been greatly alarmed by recent reports that the administration is prepared to pro-pose a full
range of spending cuts in the Energy Departments non-proliferation pro-grams in Russia. If these reports are
true, they would sharply contradict statements of support during the campaign by President Bush for increased
funding for the Nunn-Lugar-Domenici programs. I strongly urge the administration to conduct a thorough
review of these programs before choosing to make any cuts. They would be wise to consult the recent findings
of the bipartisan task force headed up by Howard Baker and Lloyd Cutler, our first panel of witnesses. This task
force makes a strong case that unsecured nuclear weapons and nuclear-grade material in...
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