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CRS REPORT FOR CONGRESS: JAPANS POSSIBLE ENTRY INTO THE
TRANS-PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP AND ITS IMPLICATIONS

Bibliogov. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 26 pages. Dimensions:
9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.1in.In late 2011, aCer a year of extended internal deliberations, the Japanese government
decided to explore the possibility of joining the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) negotiations. The TPP would be
a free trade agreement (FTA) among at least 11 countries-Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, Malaysia, Mexico,
New Zealand, Peru, Singapore, the United States, and Vietnam. The United States and its TPP partners envision
the agreement as a comprehensive, next-generation regional agreement that liberalizes trade and investment
and addresses new and traditional trade issues and 21st century challenges. Congress has a direct and
oversight role in the issue of U. S. participation in the TPP. It must approve implementing legislation, if the TPP
is to apply to the United States. Some Members of Congress have already weighed in on whether Japan should
be allowed to participate in the TPP and under what conditions. More may do so as the process proceeds.
Although Japanese leaders have not made a final decision yet on the TPP, they have been engaging in
discussions with each of nine TPP partners separate from the main TPP negotiations. (Canada and Mexico have
not oFicially joined the discussions. ) At this writing, Japan has completed discussions with six of the countries,
all of which support Japans participation and all of which already have been or are in the process of
negotiating bilateral FTAs with Japan. Discussions with the United States, Australia, and New Zealand continue.
The Obama Administration has identified three issues that Japan needs to address as confidence building
measures if the United States is to support Japans entry into the TPP: Japanese restrictions on imports of U. S.
beef; market access in Japan for cars made by the Detroit-based...
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