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am all at sea. | am standing on the ragged edge of despair as
to what to say--and so far as making a speech is concerned, |
almost wish | was dead.--() | might say, | am no orator as
Brutus was; but what is the use of getting off an old saw like
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that, when everybody can see the fact for themselves. | have
been physically unable to make a speech for nearly fifteen
years, and it passeth all my understanding that, after listening
to the best dinner speeches in response to toasts that | ever
heard--such wisdom and eloquence and humor from our
greatest soldiers--those prominent in the councils of the
government and famous in the halls of Congress, and those
inhabiting the high places of our own State, | say that after
this, you should call upon my insignificant...
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