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conduct and competency is vital to the future success of VA healthcare. Because of this, VA strongly opposes H.
R. 4089, which would make matters relating to direct patient care, matters relat-ing to clinical competence,
clinical healthcare providers subject to collective bargaining. We believe the current restriction on collec-tive
bargaining rights is a sound compromise between the VAs mission to serve Americas veterans with the honor
and care they deserve and the interests of Title 38 physicians, dentists and nurses in bargaining over conditions
of their employment. | cannot overstate how important it is to continue to allow those responsible for the care
and safety of our veterans to establish standards for professional conduct and competency at our hospitals
and clinics. The VA very much believes that this proposed legisla-tion should not become law. Finally, VA also
has serious concerns about H. R. 4463, which would mandate State licensure for physicians in specific States of
practice. As the Committee knows, VA is a national healthcare sys-tem that crosses State boundaries and uses
progressive tech-nologies, such as telemedicine, to reach veterans in remote areas or in States outside of the
base station. H. R. 4463 would make these practices difficult, if not impossible to continue. Our physi-cians who
practice at VA Medical Centers in one State would not be able to care for veterans at a satellite community-
based out-patient clinic located across a State border without having multiple licenses. Requiring multiple
licenses would put VA at a competitive disadvantage in...
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