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Letter in Reply to His Enemies It so happened that | had been warned - and that, not in a dream, but with my
eyes and ears open, at least one week before the first meeting of the legislature - that a shrewd and knowing
politician predicted the election of Alexander H. Stephens and Herschel V. Johnson as Senators. | never forgot
the prophecy, nor ceased entirely to look for its fulfilment. It at least broke my fall, and, | think, made James
Johnson s descent easier. Speaking of prophets, gentlemen, hereafter commend me to this political diviner. You
cannot make less of it than a curious coincidence. Some, to whom this fortune-telling had been communicated,
and who may be too appreciative of a jest, regarded the animated contest between Messrs. Gartrell and Peeples
as the best joke of the session. It reminded old turfmen of a gallantly contested four-mile race, with broken
heats; and the cheers of the crowd, as the fleet steeds came, neck-and-neck, thundering down the last quarter-
stretch, were almost audible. But the gallant contestants were, in the end, reminded of that beautiful Scriptural
aphorism, the race is not to the swift. They both ran well, and each was nigh the goal, but it was never intended
(at least so thought fatalists and predestinarians) that either should win. You attack my pretensions to loyalty to
the Government of the United States, and demand, with an air of triumph, What is the plea of loyalty set up by
Mr. Hill? You then proceed to contrast my poor efforts to save the Union to...
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