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CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on
demand. Paperback. 48 pages. Dimensions: 11.0in. x 8.5in. x 0.1in.The U. S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
Strategic Plan for fiscal year (FY) 20102015 targets the restoration of watershed and forest health as a core
management objective of the national forests and grasslands. To achieve this goal, the Forest Service, an
agency of USDA, is directed to restore degraded watersheds by strategically focusing investments in watershed
improvement projects and conservation practices at landscape and watershed scales. The Forest Service
formed the National Watershed Condition Team and tasked it with developing a nationally consistent, science-
based approach to classify the condition of all National Forest System (NFS) watersheds and to develop
outcome-based performance measures for watershed restoration. The team evaluated alternative approaches
for classifying watersheds (USDA Forest Service 2007) and developed the watershed condition classification
(WCC) system described in this technical guide. The team designed the WCC system toClassify the condition of all
NFS watersheds; Be quantitative to the extent feasible; Rely on Geographic Information System (GIS)
technology; Be cost effective; Be implementable within existing budgets; Include resource areas and activities
that have a significant influence on watershed condition. National forests are required to revise the
classification on an annual basis. The WCC system is a national forest-based, reconnaissance level evaluation of
watershed condition achievable within existing budgets and staffing levels that can be aggregated for a
national assessment of watershed condition. The WCC system offers a systematic, flexible means of classifying
watersheds based on a core set of national watershed condition indicators. The system relies on professional
judgment exercised by forest interdisciplinary (ID) teams, GIS data, and national databases to the extent they
are available, and on written rule sets and criteria for indicators that describe the three watershed...
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