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indexed. Not illustrated. 1911 Excerpt: .Bunyan produced not only the most perfect of English allegories but a
masterpiece of prose narration. With the sources of the allegory, the device of the vision and the conception of
life as a pilgrimage, with its relation to the Faerie Queen and similar mooted points, we are not concerned. The
whole question has received careful attention in an admirable study by James B. Wharey,10 who, aJer
comparing Pilgrim s Progress in detail with Deguileville s Pilgrimage of the Life of Man, Cartigny s Voyage of the
Wandering Knight, Patrick s Parable of the Pilgrim, and more cursorily with other allegories from The Table of
Cebes to 1678, and aJer taking into consideration many sermons and homilies with suggestive themes and
titles, comes to the conclusion that: Bunyan was among the last of a long line of allegorists, that the concept
had become common property, and that Bunyan adopted the framework which had been handed down from
Deguileville through other allegorists, relying, however, for the details of his allegory, not upon the works of his
predecessors, but upon his own invention. Bernard s Isle of Man and Arthur Dent s The Plaine Man s Pathway to
Heaven are the only works from which Bunyan can be said to have borrowed, and from these chiefly in The
Holy War and Mr. Badman. If Bunyan s debt to these popular allegories is so indefinite, that The Collected Works
of John Bunyan, ed. George Offer, 3 vols., 1853. 10...
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