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indexed. Not illustrated. 1883 Excerpt: . going to bed, however, Gerdt once more tried to soften Frau Schulte.
Mother, will you not relent? he said, gently; my life s happiness depends upon it. If you only knew Lia, how good,
how gentle she is; and besides with teaching she would learn to become a Christian--and think what that would
be, to save a soul for Christ. She might and she might not become a Christian, Gerdt, there is no guessing; more
often these Jews stick to their vile religion like leeches to the skin. Mother but his mother would not listen any
more, and left Gerdt to meditate as he liked best alone. A good man s love is a very great and precious
possession; but on his side the nobler his love the more is he cast down by finding insurmountable obstacles in
his path. Gerdt was too dutiful to say-- In spite of every one | will marry Lia! Besides, in those days of community
life, when news from the outer world came but in little driblets, the talk of the citizens centred all the more on
their neighbours. To offend against the recognised filial laws was to be held up as a reprobate to all the young
men of the city, it was to become almost an outcast from all that made life pleasant and social in your own
circle. But Gerdt had one comfort, he could pray. Faith in prayer was part of his creed, a creed...
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