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productivity as well (Dixon 2006, p. 1). Beside any debate concerning costs and efficiency, flight safety
considerations also enter into the discussion especially in the field of aviation. The question to repair or replace
is an ongoing decision making process for the maintenance department of every airline operator. Now the key
questions to be answered in this context are: Is it possible to describe a standard airplane service life and how
does the fleet age of world s leading airlines look like How does the process of maintenance develop over an
aircraft s whole life cycle and can necessary costs be estimated What can be...
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